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bow the knee to mana- and spirit-theories, in other words,
how many millions are Christian Scientists and spiritualists ?
How many people believe in the magic power of the gnosis,
that is, how many millions of theosophists are there ? I will
not extend the list further. I merely want to illustrate the
fact that the problem of the invisible factors that determine
the mind is as alive to-day as ever it was.
In the preceding discussion I have tried to give you a
general view of the structure of the unconscious. Archetypes
may be considered the fundamental elements of the conscious
mind, hidden in the depths of the psyche, or, to use another
comparison, they are the roots of the mind, sunk not only
in the earth in the narrower sense, but in the world in general.
Archetypes are systems of preparedness that are at the same
time images and emotions. They are inherited with the
structure of the brain of which they represent the psychic
aspect. On the one hand, they make for a very strong
instinctive prejudice, and, on the other, they are the most
effective means conceivable of instinctive adaptation.
They are essentially the chthonic portion of the mind—if
we may use this expression—that portion through which
the mind is linked to nature, or in which, at least, its related-
ness to the earth and the universe seems most comprehensible.
In these primordial images the effect of the earth and its
laws upon the mind is clearest to us. It would be as well,
therefore, if to the foregoing very general presentation of
the problem I were to add something further concerning,
the function of the archetypes.
You will agree that not only is this problem very com*
plicated; it is also very subtle. In the handling of it we
shall have to reckon with quite unusual difficulties, and the
first of these is that the archetype and its function are to
be understood far more as a part of prehistoric irrational
psychology than as a rationally conceived system of ideas.
I can put it better in an illustration : we have then to describe
and to explain a building the upper storey of which was

